Prussian partition was small (approx . 1%) . They lived mainly in large cities and towns 3 . At the end of 1931, most of them were in the cities of the provinces Polesie (48 .6%) and Nowogródek (40 .3%) . As for the village, most Jews lived in the Lublin province, where they represented 40% of the total Jewish population in the area 4 .
Socialist thought among Jews on the Polish soil began to take shape in the last decade of the nineteenth century . The socialists of Jewish origin originally belonged to the Polish socialist parties . The first Jewish socialist party was founded in 1897 . It was the General Jewish Workers' Union (Bund), which worked in every part of Russia, including the Polish Kingdom . In Galicia, the Jewish Social-Democratic Party was founded in 1905, and in 1920, it merged with the Bund 5 , which called for the solution of the Jewish problem in the way of building the socialist system in Poland with the national-cultural autonomy for the Jews . On the other hand, the Jewish Social-Democratic Party Workers of Zion (Poale Zion), which was established in the Polish Kingdom in 1905, tried to combine socialist and Zionist ideas . Zionists (Jewish nationalists) exposed the national identity of the Jews and in perspective sought to create their own state in Palestine, and as a closer target some of them called for the establishment of the Polish-Jewish state 6 . The Jewish Socialist Workers' Party United (Ferajnigte), created in November 1918, also tried to combine socialist and Zionist ideas . The consequence of the above-described process was rapid increase in the proportion of Jews in KPRP and ZMK in Poland . The number of Jews in the organizations is, however, difficult to determine . In August 1923, KPRP had more than 5,500 members, of which probably about 50% were Jews . There were provincial organizations almost exclusively Jewish or with significant participation of Jews, such as the Regional Committee of KPRP Lublin in 1923 with 76 .3% and in 1925 with 82 .4% 8 . The increase in the percentage of Jews was even higher in ZMK, which after joining Komcukunft had about 7 thousand members (before the arrests), in which there were at least 60% of Jews .
Jews also belonged, but not in such large numbers, to created after the Second Congress of KPRP (19 September -2 October 1923) an autonomous organization of KPRP: Communist Party of Western Ukraine (KPZU) and the Communist Party of Western Belarus (KPZB) . In these parties there were mostly peasants, but for example in KPZU in 1924 Jews constituted 13 .3% of the members in the KPZB 18-20%, while in ZMK of Western Ukraine 25% in 1926 9 .
The Central Committee of KPRP (from 1 February 1925 KPP) and Central Committee (KC) of ZMK noticed the disadvantages resulting from such a large number of Jews in their party . They proposed, among others, polonization of KPRP, and closer linking the activity of CBŻ with the whole party . The Jews, who belonged to the city and small town organizations, often did not know the Polish language, which intensified separatist tendencies 10 (1925) (1926) (1927) , the Union of the Peasant Left 'Self-Help ' (1928-1931) and Sel-Rob Union (1928 -1932 . Part of members of these parties, with no possibility of legal action, joined the KPP, KPZB, KPZU and KZMP . Among others, the reluctance of Jews to work in the rural areas slowed down the process 11 .
The entire KPP reached the highest number of its members in March 1933 -17 800, including 4000 in CPWB and 4600 in CPWU, while KZMP in October 1933 had 15 000 members, including the 3800 from KZM ZB and 3900 from KZM ZU . Later there was a downward trend in the development of the communist movement in Poland . In 1933, the number of Jews in the KPP (without KPZB and KPZU) was approximately 26% . However, in KZMP since February 1930 to October1933 the number of Jews fell from 51% to 32% . Poles occupied the second place, respectively 19% and 33% . The disparities in individual districts, however, were very large 12 .
The percentage of Jews was generally higher in the authorities of KPP and KZMP . Among 19 members of the Central Committee of KPP in January 1936 there were 11 Poles, 6 Jews (31 .6%), 1 Belarusian and 1 Ukrainian . In the KC KPZB there were at that time 40 .0% of the Jews, and in the KC KPZU -42 .9% . There were even more Jews among the district active members of KPP in 1935 -53 .8% . According to the National Secretariat of the Central Committee of the KPP at the beginning of 1936 Jews had too large proportion in the active members of the management of the whole party and in 10 Rossijskij Gosudarstwiennyj Archiw Socyalno-Politiczeskoj Istorii, Komunistyczna Mię-dzynarodówka Młodzieży, f . 533, op . 10, d . 2265, p . 108 KZMP -54 .0%, whereas in 1933 including the KPP and KZMP 32 800 members of more than 8400 members were Jews -about 26 .0% 13 . KPP authorities were not satisfied with the national composition of its active members, especially in the fight for the Popular Front (1935 Front ( -1937 , when the first Communist International and KPP exposed the struggle against fascism and the defense of independence of Poland against the expansion of Nazi Germany . Communists coming from ethnic minorities were often difficult to convince to the second postulate . It concerned especially the Ukrainian communists . At the end of 1936, the ethnic composition of KPP authorities changed even more against the number of Poles 14 .
Minorities, mainly Jews, to a lesser extent Belarusians and Ukrainians, prevailed in the KPP and KZMP . There were about 30 .0% of Poles in both organizations, while in the society of the Second Republic about 69 .0% . The role of Jews in the communist movement in Poland is not easy to evaluate . Some activists of Jewish origin made a creative contribution to the development of political thought in the KPP, among others on issues of strategy of revolution of parliamentarianism (Adolf Warszawski-Warski, Maksymilian Horwitz-Walecki and others) . Jewish communists, but not all, however were, like the Ukrainian and Belarusian communists, manifesting the tendencies to separatism and nationalism, in spite of the current IC idea of proletarian internationalism . Initially, they manifested themselves in the efforts to create a Jewish communist party in Poland, separate from KPP . Then a part of the Jewish communists sought to maintain autonomy within the KPP . The dominant position of the Jews in the authorities of the KPP and KZMP intensified the negative attitude of the communists to the Second Republic, although some communists of Jewish origin perceived the need to defend its independence . However, there were those who exposed the interests of national minorities at the expense of the Polish question and evinced a distinct aversion to work among the peasants 15 .
